
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What are effective nursing strategies for helping 
patients who are nearing death.  What skills can we 

refine or develop to deal with end-of-life care. 

MEDLINE -                 
CINAHL – Database of choice

Choose subject headings

REVIEW RESULTS

Appropriate articles found

Yes No

Rephrase question or 
reconsider topic

Broaden strategy 
Found good articles, but 
wanted to rework the 

search trying additional 
terms. 

See back for additional 
terms used. 

Start
Here

Living with End-of-Life Care; The Role of the Nurse 
When the Patient Asks “Am I Going to Make It?” 
Refining Skills to Answer That Question and More 
 
 

No Yes

EXECUTE SEARCH

AVAILABLE

end of life 
and 

patient nurse 
communication 

 

Terminal Care or 
Attitude to Death

and  
Professional-

Patient Relations 
or Nursing 
Assessment 

BOTH
headings and 
textwords 

Boolean logic:  "and", "or"
Limits used:  English, Adult, Years, Research 
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Nursing Research Roundtable – Formulating an Effective Search Strategy 
 
SEARCH STRATEGY #2 
 
CINAHL Heading Used: 
 
Nursing Skills 
Communication Skills 
Communication Barriers 
Nursing Assessment 
 
AND 
 
Patient Satisfaction 
Professional-Patient Relations 
 
AND 
 
Textwords: 
 
death 
dying 
palliative 
cancer 
terminal$2 
oncology$2 
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